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Catholic Charities 
continues to be blessed 
with dedicated staff, 
incredibly committed 
volunteers, and very 
generous donors. Yet, in 
spite of these blessings, 

our agency remains challenged to respond to 
the growing needs of clients coming to us 
for assistance. All of us recognize the impact 
the recession has had on the residents of the 
First Coast. Unemployment is exceeding 10 
percent. Additionally, if you factor in those 
individuals who have had either work hours 
or salaries reduced, as well as those working 
in lesser paying positions, the percentage of 
people impacted approaches 18 percent.

What do these numbers mean to Catholic 
Charities? They means we are working with 
families who have never had to seek 
assistance to meet their basic needs: 
Mothers and fathers who never thought they 
would be in a position where they could not 
pay their bills or put food on the table; 
seniors who have always provided for 
themselves, but now cannot make ends 
meet; more individuals and families closer to 

being in crisis than ever before: our 
FRIENDS, our NEIGHBORS and our 
FAMILY members.

Now more than ever we need your 
support, whether it means volunteering for 
our agency, supporting our special events, 
participating in our food drives, or making a 
monetary donation.

I promise: We will continue to be an 
excellent steward of our resources; we will 
continue to treat all of our clients with the 
dignity, compassion, and respect they 
deserve; and we will work with community 
leaders and other nonprofit agencies to 
address the needs of the less fortunate 
families on the First Coast.

As you read this edition of our newsletter, 
you will witness the work of our agency. 
Catholic Charities could not do what we do 
without all the blessings bestowed upon us 
by so many.

Thank you for your continuing support. I 
ask that you keep the families struggling in 
our community in your prayers, and may 
God continue to bless you and your families.

Now More Than EverBy Laura Hickey

The 17th Annual Black and White Ball
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CC Volunteers

Catholic Charities Volunteers  
Help Provide for Families in  
Need During Holidays
In November, volunteers helped 
assemble boxes of food items for clients 
to share a traditional Thanksgiving 
meal. Members of the Women’s Guild, 
led by Lisa Obringer, purchased and 
assembled food into boxes for 
distribution the week of Thanksgiving. 
These meals were given to families who 
would not have shared a Thanksgiving 
meal together had it not been for the support of Catholic Charities. 
Each box contained the ingredients for a traditional Thanksgiving meal, 
including potatoes, cranberry sauce, green beans and a gift card to 
purchase a turkey. Thanks to these volunteers and your support, 80 
families experienced a fun and happy Thanksgiving meal. 

For the past three months, a team of volunteers led by Denise Horton, the 
Women’s Guild’s secretary, has been working with staff to collect holiday 
gifts for needy families in our community. The group recruited 
individuals, families, corporations and churches to collect gifts for 
children this Christmas season. In some cases, sponsors were provided 
with information about a family and purchased gifts specifically for 
children. In other instances, a variety of gifts were collected and donated. 
Gifts were then sorted and distributed to children who would not 
otherwise have been able to receive items for Christmas. Because of these 
volunteers and donors, Catholic Charities was able to provide gifts to 
almost 300 children this holiday season. Thank you all for your generosity!

Going Green
In our last issue of the Chronicles newsletter, 
we shared with you that we now have a 
“Green” option to receive our newsletters 
via email. Many of you took us up on that 
offer and submitted your email addresses to 
receive electronic versions of the Chronicles 
newsletter. Thank you to all who have done 

so. If you would like to sign up, please email 
ksantilli@ccbjax.org with your email address.

Food Pantry and Other 
Necessities Wish List
Our demand for food has been increasing while our supply has been 
decreasing. Our Food Pantry is in great need of your help. Here are 
some items that we need for our pantry. If you would like to make a 
donation, please call (904) 354-4846, ext. 258. Drop-off times are 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Chunky soup
Powdered milk
Canned tuna, chili, beef stew, Spam
Cans of ravioli and Spaghetti-Os with meat
Jelly
Cereal
Tuna Helper
Dried potatoes
1- or 3-lb. bags of rice
Cans of meat spaghetti sauce

We try as best we can to help our clients out with other necessities 
as they become available to us. We are always in need of donations 
of the following items:

Work boots for men
Children’s and adult’s shoes in any size
Winter coats
Toiletries, tissues and toilet paper
Cleaning supplies
Diapers
Paper towels, soap and dish soap
Towels/washclothes

If you would like to make a donation, please call (904) 354-4846 
ext. 258. Drop-off times are between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Volunteer Opportunity!

We have a need for volunteers to help with food pickups. This 
involves loading and unloading food into vehicles and delivering  
to Catholic Charities. Also, we have a need for a volunteer with  
a pickup truck to help with food pickups. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact Joy Turner at (904) 354-4846 ext. 258.
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Food Drives
“For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
something to eat…” Matthew 25:35

Catholic Charities would like to 
thank all of those who held food 
drives over the past few months to 
support our food pantry. There has 
been a 230-percent increase in the 
number of individuals coming to the 
agency seeking food assistance since 
the same time last year. The Food 

Pantry is giving out over 1,000 meals to individuals and families each 
month. Among the people seeking help could be your neighbor, co-
worker or someone who attends school with your child.

The following organizations recently held food drives to help meet 
this demand: Crucifixion Catholic Church, Holy Family Catholic 
Church, Holy Rosary Catholic Church, Resurrection Catholic 
Church, San Jose Catholic Church and St. Pius Catholic Church,  
St. Joseph’s Prep Classes, Morningstar School, Fortis College,  
the San Marco Garden Club and the Boy Scouts.

Food drives help keep the pantry shelves stocked and, in turn, help 
families in need in OUR Jacksonville community!

Additionally, we would like to thank Holy Spirit Catholic Church’s 
Vacation Bible School, which collected angel kits. These kits 
included personal grooming items and cleaning items. These items 
cannot be purchased with food stamps or cash assistance, so many 
people simply do without. A heartfelt “thank you” goes out to all 
these supporters who so generously help those facing a crisis.




